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Abstract

Ilya Ilyich Slavin was an important Russian acoustician in 1949-1959 decade; he defended his Thesis

in 1940 and during the war he worked as a senior researcher at the Acoustics Laboratory of the Physics Institute

named after P.I. Lebedev Academy of Sciences of the USSR. In 1948 he returned to Acoustics Laboratory of

the Leningrad Institute of Labor Protection of the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions (LIOT), where

he developed his career and became an outstanding specialist in the �eld of noise control. This article presents

Slavin's most in�uential work, he is the one which developed and scienti�cally substantiated the noise limits for

workplaces, and he outlined the �rst noise level references curves in di�erent frequency intervals that in February

1956 the USSR have legally introduced them. Slavin presented at XII International Congress of Occupational

Health (Helsinki, 1957), that normative and later in 1959, his work became worldwide known.
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Àííîòàöèÿ

Èëüÿ Èëüè÷ Ñëàâèí áûë âàæíûì ðóññêèì àêóñòèêîì â 1949-1959 ãã .; çàùèòèë äèññåðòàöèþ â

1940 ãîäó, à âî âðåìÿ âîéíû ðàáîòàë ñòàðøèì íàó÷íûì ñîòðóäíèêîì â ëàáîðàòîðèè àêóñòèêè Ôèçè÷åñêîãî

èíñòèòóòà èì. Ï.È. Àêàäåìèÿ íàóê Ëåáåäåâà ÑÑÑÐ. Â 1948 ãîäó îí âåðíóëñÿ â Àêóñòè÷åñêóþ ëàáîðàòîðèþ

Ëåíèíãðàäñêîãî èíñòèòóòà îõðàíû òðóäà Âñåñîþçíîãî öåíòðàëüíîãî ñîâåòà ïðîôñîþçîâ (ËÈÎÒ), ãäå

ðàçâèâàë ñâîþ êàðüåðó è ñòàë âûäàþùèìñÿ ñïåöèàëèñòîì â îáëàñòè áîðüáû ñ øóìîì. Â ýòîé ñòàòüå

ïðåäñòàâëåíà íàèáîëåå âëèÿòåëüíàÿ ðàáîòà Ñëàâèíà, îí ðàçðàáîòàë è íàó÷íî îáîñíîâàë ïðåäåëû øóìà

äëÿ ðàáî÷èõ ìåñò, è îí íàìåòèë ïåðâûå ýòàëîííûå êðèâûå óðîâíÿ øóìà â ðàçíûõ ÷àñòîòíûõ èíòåðâàëàõ,

êîòîðûå â ôåâðàëå 1956 ãîäà ÑÑÑÐ îôèöèàëüíî ââåë èõ. Ñëàâèí ïðåäñòàâèë íà XII Ìåæäóíàðîäíîì

êîíãðåññå ãèãèåíû òðóäà (Õåëüñèíêè, 1957), ÷òî íîðìàòèâíî, à ïîçäíåå, â 1959 ãîäó, åãî ðàáîòû ñòàëè

âñåìèðíî èçâåñòíûìè.

Êëþ÷åâûå ñëîâà: Ïðîôåññèîíàëüíûé øóì, ñòàíäàðòû, ïðåäåëû øóìà, ñëûøèìîñòü, èñòîðèÿ

íàóêè.
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Introduction

The History of Science is an important branch to every scienti�c discipline, because
it is a tool to study and understand the development of empirical, theoretical, and practical
knowledge about them. The History of Science is most common to �nd in social studies
�eld, but it is a big support for the engineering �eld, where the research was conducting for
philosophers at the beginning and lately, the History of Science, is becoming a specialization
inside each engineering area individually.

Talking about the Acoustics �eld, there are plenty of works concerning the History
of Science research, and an important event took place in the last International Congress on
Acoustics in Aachen ICA2019: A special Session on `Modern history of acoustics' has been
introduced (promoted by Max Planck Institute for the History of Science), being this event the
starting point between this two disciplines.

This article has been written using the few documents and references that are free in
Internet and which are available from Argentina (it is well-known that web search engines not
always display all the information): �ve of them are into Russian, one into German, and the
rest are into English.

This article is a contribution to the History of Science where the works of I. I. Slavin
are commented: He was a Russian researcher into acoustics �eld who de�ned scienti�cally the
noise level limits at workplaces, the �rst in world practice.

Slavin presented a noise limits curves at ISO/TC43 Group, in order to develop an
international standard, and also the former German Democratic Republic (and the other ex-
Communist countries), implanted that noise references for its occupational legislation.

Slavin was responsible and Chairman of some Acoustical Congress which took place
in Russia, and he participated at XII International Congress of Occupational Health (Helsinki,
1957) where he presented `Tentative Standards and Regulations for Restricting Noise in
Industry,' and lately it was published posthumously in 1959 in ASA Noise Control magazine.

1. Early days of Slavin's life

At the moment of writing this article, the only reference about Slavin's life is the
Obituary published a few months after his death, in Journal of Acoustics of Russian Acoustical
Society (Àêóñòè÷åñêèé Æóðíàë):

Ilya Ilyich Slavin was born in 1912. In 1935 he graduated from the Faculty of Physics
and Mechanics Leningrad Polytechnic Institute, where he later taught and scienti�c work. In
1940, Slavin defended his thesis, after which he headed the Laboratory for the Suppression
of Industrial Noise of the Leningrad Institute of Labor Protection of the All-Union Central
Council of Trade Unions (LIOT). [1]

The following picture of Slavin is in that Obituary and it is not dated.
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Fig. 1. Ilya Ilyich Slavin (1912-1959)

2. The acoustic work of Slavin during the World War II

There are brie�y references about the Slavin participation when he was working, during
the World War II, at Acoustic Laboratory in the Atomic Nuclear Laboratory of the Lebedev
Physical Institute.

Scientists of the Acoustic Laboratory and the Atomic Nuclear Laboratory of the
Lebedev Physical Institute, evacuated to Kazan in July 1941, from the �rst days of the
evacuation began to look for applications of their knowledge in solving acoustic problems that
could be useful to the front. [2]

Vladimir Iosifovich put forward the idea of improving acoustic means for detecting noise
sources by replacing the operator with an electronic device - a two-channel objective detector
- direction �nder, based on the method of matching signals from several sensors, widely used
in elementary particle physics. [3]

Talking about speci�cally on Slavin work:

I. I. Slavin worked as a senior researcher at the Acoustics Laboratory of the Physics
Institute [1]

At the beginning of 1942, Sukharevsky was sent to Moscow to establish contacts
with military organizations in the �eld of defense applications of acoustics, he was sent to
the command of the air defense forces with the order to assist in the improvement of horn
sound absorbers for detecting the noise of aircraft and pointing anti-aircraft guns on them,
and above all with the task of protecting the horns from aerodynamic interference, which made
sound catchers in windy conditions almost inoperative. When in 1942 full-scale studies of sound
catchers conducted in the western region of Moscow's air defense (the engineers of the acoustic
laboratory were I.P. Zhukov and I.I. Slavin). [3]

In the spring of 1942, a group led by Sukharevsky, the Acoustic Laboratory sta�s,
Zhukov and I.I. Slavin, were carried out in the Western part of the Moscow air defense ring
in the vicinity of Art. Kubinka, they worked on the study and improvement of sound pickup
aircraft noise. In particular, the noise immunity of the receiving horns of sound absorbers to
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wind noise was studied, which led to a signi�cant decrease in the detection range of targets. [2]

3. Slavin's publications, books, Papers, patents

There is one isolated data about Slavin work during 1946-1947, that he `. . . attempts
were made to apply materials with large losses for damping vibrations of metal structures' [4],
this publication of 1967 is a summary of 50 years' Soviet acoustics; according to himself he
contribute to develop, to design and improve some noise level meter devices [5].

3.1. Books and Papers published by Slavin

The following list lists the titles of his Technical papers and books that were written
by Slavin (of those available on the Internet).

a) Izv. AN USSR, Vol. XIII, 1949, p.6.
b) Silencers for mine pneumatic engines. M., Ugletekhizdag, 1952.
c) Objective noise measurements with a loudness scale. Tr. Comis. Acoustics,

Academy of Sciences of the USSR, 1953.
d) Industrial noise and its control (Ïðîèçâîäñòâåííûé øóì è áîðüáà ñ íèì) 1955.
e) Norms and liked to limit noise in the workplace (project) LIOT, 1955; Temporary

sanitary rules for limiting noise in the workplace (draft). Sat Tr. Scienti�c LIOT.
f) Standards and rules for organizing noise in industry. Leningrad, 1955.
g) The main tasks and ways of dealing with industrial noise. LIOT, 1955.
h) Noise abatement on ships. Navy. LIOT, 1955.
i) Temporary sanitary norms and rules for the limitation of noise in the workplace,

1956.
j) Scienti�c conference on the �ght against noise and the e�ects of noise on the body.

Àêóñòè÷åñêèé Æóðíàë, 1957.

3.2. Paper about Philosophy of Technology

The Slavin's scienti�c work is immeasurable, he wrote an interesting paper titled `A
summary of works on the study of noise and on the �ght against noise in the USSR for the
period before 1957' (Êðàòêèé î÷åðê ðàáîò ïî èññëåäîâàíèþ øóìîâ è ïî áîðüáå ñ øóìàìè
â ÑÑÑÐ çà ïåðèîä äî 1957 ã.) [5], posthumously published in Journal of Acoustics of Russian
Acoustical Society (Àêóñòè÷åñêèé Æóðíàë), Slavin have wrote a brief review of Soviet work
on the study of noise in the �ght against them, he describes the evolution of the acoustics
science in the USSR: The earlier research done by Russian physicians, the development of the
�rst noise level meters, the use of sound absorbing materials, and so many historical issues; the
conclusion of this paper is:

In conclusion, it should be noted that even our brief outline of Soviet work on the
study of noise and �nding methods to combat them shows that Soviet acoustics have done a lot
and continue to expand work in this important area, where the results of studies of technical
improvements are directly aimed at improving working conditions and rest of millions of citizens
of our country. [5]

3.3. Industrial patent

There is a few data available in Internet about industrial patents, for Slavin case there
is only one reference: `The way to improve the acoustic properties of the room' [6].
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Fig. 2. The Slavin patented device for sound absorption (Edited from [6])

The device is a `sound absorber panel,' here is a brief description of the patent:

Known methods for improving the acoustic properties of rooms using sound-absorbing
material, such as bags of cotton, enclosed in boxes with perforated walls. The present invention
relates to the same method of improving the acoustic properties of a room and aims to reduce
the consumption of sound-absorbing material, aimed at reducing reverberation and attenuating
the volume of the echo. In the described invention, this is achieved by using a concave surface,
for example, of wood, �xing the sound, with the location in the place of concentration of sound
energy of sound-absorbing material. [6]

According to the sketch and its explanation (see Fig. 2), the Slavin's acoustic device
has to be installed `between the unit emitting noise and the workers servicing this unit, such
screens measuring 1.4 X 2 m reduced the intense hissing noise of air-jet devices from 116 dB
(in front of the screen) to 102 dB (behind the screen)' [5].

4. Slavin and his proposal of having legal noise limits at workplaces

In the Slavin´s paper mentioned above [5], he explains the study that they had done
at LIOT and the previous one about the physiology of the inner ear and the human response
to di�erent noise levels. Slavin mentions the following:

A great in�uence on the development of noise control activities could be provided by
scienti�cally sound legislation to limit industrial noise. Work in this direction was conducted
by the LIOT laboratory. Based on an analysis of experimental data on the e�ect of noise
on hearing and the general condition of people, as well as special studies conducted by the
Laboratory, Slavin developed in 1954 a production noise standardization system, which was
introduced in 1956 by the USSR Ministry of Health in as mandatory in the Soviet Union. [5]

It is important to highlight the year: 1956; this means that the ex-USSR was the �rst
country in the world to legalize the maximum noise limits at industrial noisy places and non-
noisy location workplaces. The original Slavin's Paper into Russian is not available on Internet
yet, so the author has to use the CIA translation into English [7], and one article published in
Noise Control magazine by Acoustical Society of America (ASA) in 1959 [8].

The amazing contribution that Slavin have done is the fact to de�ne three frequencies
intervals (see Fig. 3) to stablish the industrial noise levels limits:
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Fig. 3. Permissible noise levels de�ned by Slavin in 1954 (Edited from [8])

Fig. 4. Permissible noise levels curves de�ned by Slavin in 1954 (Edited from [8])

This astonishing scienti�c proposal would have been revolutionary for the time it was
proposed, and the most impressive thing is that Slavin have de�ned sound limits on low-
frequencies range, it means he had account the auditory response in frequencies below 300 Hz
(see Fig. 3), and not just `one single number;' the table above was translated to a drawing as
noise reference curves (see Fig. 4).

The curves in Fig. 4 are di�cult to understand and they had to been simpli�ed, as
one can see the followings charts in Fig. 5.

Fig. 5. (a) Curves into a familiar form [8] (b) Slavin noise limits (Edited from [9])

Chart in Fig. 5-b is known as `Slavin-curve,' it was used in German literature [10] and
it was mentioned in several US publications (it is impossible to mention all of them).
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Reading the whole document [7] gives us the idea on how advanced was the studies
about the noise impact on worker at industries in the USSR during the �rst half of 1950 decade
(and studies about testing intelligibility of speech under noisy conditions); there are dozens of
actual Russian publications that mention them.

Fig. 6. Translation by CIA of Slavin paper (Edited from [7])

Slavin explicates how to use a sound level meter (SLM) in `Methods of noise
measurements' [7], it is important to quote that the acousticians at LIOT have used
Standardized frequencies weighting networks in 1950 decade (an explanation about those old
curves have been published by the author in this Journal [13]). Unfortunately to this day,
pictures of SLM manufactured by LIOT and used in the ex-USSR during 1950 decade are not
available on Internet yet.

Talking about how to make the analysis using the noise limits curve, Slavin recommends
making the analysis of the noise measurement results as follows: Record the sound level on each
frequency octave band, and draw the spectrum in a chart, then by using a transparent sheet
that has drawn the noise limit curve, superimpose it and observe at what frequency the limit
has been exceeded, or not.

The author of this article knows nothing of the investigations carried out at LIOT - like
the rest acousticians of the `western world' - or in other research centers of the ex-USSR during
the `Cold War Era', the Slavin paper `Brief description of the works on the study of noise and
on the �ght against noise in the USSR for the period before 1957' [5] is an excellent starting
point to know their work, and among them there is one that aroused the author curiosity: In
1940 they have `proposed a device for the hygienic assessment of the harmfulness of noise. The
device had a frequency response in the form of an �equal annoyance" curve by Laird and Coye,'
[5] this is an incredible scienti�c achievement, because the Laird&Coye studies weren't widely
known (even in 2020), but at LIOT they have a speci�c device which used their curves (an
explanation of Laird&Coye study is in [13]).

Last but not least, it is worth mentioning how advanced was Slavin's research about
human hearing perception, according to him the results that they had got at LIOT are almost
the same of US ones, and he suggested `In the future, based on the same idea of increasing the
unit of the scale, Slavin was proposed to take sound volume at a level of 40 phons as a unit,
which turned out to be very convenient' [5]; we have to keep in mind that 40 phon loudness
curve is close to 85 dBA value.
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5. Slavin participation and mentions at International Congress

5.1. XII International Congress of Occupational Health ICOH1957

Slavin have participated at XII International Congress of Occupational Health (ICOH)
which took place in Helsinki, 30th June-5th July 1957, where he presented `Tentative Standards
and Regulations for Restricting Noise in Industry,' [9] originally written into German; the paper
is a summary of his 1955 work `Standards and rules for organizing noise in industry,' the one
used as background to USSR legal noise level for the occupational law.

Fig. 7. Images extracted from [9] Slavin paper presented at 12th ICOH, 1957

This Congress was really important because the Slavin's noise levels limits were
internationally known; according to him `Noises allowed by Soviet norms are close in their
values to those reported at the Congress in the order of discussion by scientists from the USA
([Charles R.] Williams) and Japan ([Shiji] Katsuki)' [9].

5.2. Third International Congress on Acoustics ICA1959

Slavin died in January 1959, but his work was presented posthumously at Third
International Congress on Acoustics, ICA1959 which took place in Stuttgart, by D. Brodhun an
acoustician from the ex-GDR, he presented a deep analysis of Slavin curve and the evaluation
of his noise criteria [11].

The Slavin paper is not in ICA Proceedings, but in the well-known `Wireless World'
magazine of October 1959 issue, they pointed out that `In Russia, according to a paper by I.
I. Slavin and J. M. Iljaschtschuk three classes of noise spectra are recognized (low, middle and
high frequency) each with a permissible upper limit of intensity.' [12], this comment gives the
idea that Slavin work was Oral presented (perhaps) by Jurij Iljaschtschuk who worked at LIOT,
he developed a sound analyzer among other devices [5].

6. The international impact of Slavin's proposal on the legal noise limit

Slavin's work on engineer noise control and noise legal limits are mentioned in several
international publications, this gives us an idea of the scienti�c magnitude of his work into
acoustics, noise control engineering, and auditory prophylaxis, limiting high noise levels at
workplaces.

6.1. Slavin recommendation in US publications

Charles R. Williams was chairman of American Industrial Hygiene Association and
met Slavin at ICOH; he published in Noise Control ASA magazine the Slavin Paper in 1959[7],
and it has been referenced in several USA medical and technical publications since then.
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It is interesting the fact that Slavin is mentioned more in US technical publications
than ex-Communist countries, a brief list of the American institutions are:

a) NASA, `Hygienic characteristics of industrial noise' [14], [15]
b) US Navy, `Control of noise and sonic vibration in ships' [16]
c) US Department of Commerce `Soviet noise-control research' [17]
d) EPA, `A basis for limiting noise exposure for hearing conservation' [18]
e) Central Intelligence Agency, CIA digital repository [19][20][21][22]

The well-known American acoustician Karl D. Kryter, who worked at Bolt-Berank-
Neumann and NASA into several hearing conservations programs, he highlighted that `Slavin
states his contours are meant to be a practical balance between hearing conservation and
necessary industrial noise conditions' [23].

6.2. The ISO/TC-43 Group and the Slavin recommendation about noise
limits

According to Slavin, the Russians representatives at ISO presented his work about
noise limits in workplaces; probably they did it in 1958 to discuss it in ISO/TC-43 board:

Currently, the International Committee for Standardization (ISO/TC-43), with the
participation of representatives of the USSR (A.V. Rimsky-Korsakov, I.G. Rusakov, V.V.
Furduev), is preparing for standardization of the volume scale. It should be pointed out that
this standardization is associated with great di�culties and may turn out to be premature so
far, due to the possible introduction of new curves of equal loudness for noise. There is also
no doubt that for assessing the physiological e�ect of noise, noise characteristics such as the
degree of its unpleasantness, harmfulness and the like are also of great importance. These
characteristics are not yet quanti�able. [5]

Unfortunately, there is no other information available on Internet yet, surely his criteria
was discussed in ISO/TC-43 board meetings work, but his noise curve criteria was never
�nalized as a technical proposal.

Slavin comments in another paper that, in September 1955, I. G. Rusakov from
Moscow Central Research Institute of Physical-Technical and Radar Measurements presented
at ISO/TC-43 `an international recommendations for the study and measurement of airborne
noise in order to standardize values and measurement methods' [24].

6.3. Publication about hearing conservation

Among several scienti�c publications on hearing conservation which mention the
Slavin's work, according to the author, there are two that stand out from the rest, because
both publications rescue Slavin's work at the end of 1960 decade:

a) Walter Reichardt, `Loudness level Loudness noise' [10]
b) Rummer�eld,&Rummer�eld, `Noise Induced Hearing Loss' [25]

Conclusions

The author found the Slavin noise limits curve as serendipity when he was seeking
information for one of his investigations, about the history of the inception of `85 dBA' as
unique value for noise limit, but the Slavin proposition is previous to those criteria and it does
not �t into the same study branch.

This article is a tribute to the memory of I. I. Slavin, rescuing his work in acoustics
science to the 21st century, because he has done an important contribution into the �eld of
human hearing conservation, and because his scienti�c research ended as legislation being the
�rst of this kind in the world, later it was used as reference for other countries.
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The Acoustics has a few representatives' scientists; perhaps Ilya Ilyich Slavin could
be among those who have made contributions to this discipline, speci�cally in the area of
occupational noise, hearing conservation or similar.

The author wants to acknowledge and thank Iuliia Rassoshenko (Noise Theory and Practice
Journal) who encourage him to write about I. I. Slavin.
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